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The prosecution’s star wit-

‘both Haldeman and Ehrlich-
iman listened on Nov. 13,
,1972, to an  incriminating
|tape recording of Watergate-
;spy E. Howard Hunt Jr.’s de-;

faldeman

By~Geovze Lardner Jr.
© Washington Post Statf Writer mand
Former White House Hint had “pressed for
chief of staff H. R. (Bob) more money in a phone con-
Haldeman yesterdayversation earlier that week
denied being told of the with then-White House spe-
Watergate burglars’ de- cidl counsel Charles W. Col-
mands for “hush money” Son. An alleged co-conspira-
Vb . : tor in the cover-up case; Col-
until the spring of 1973 gon secretly recorded the
when the scandal- was conversation and gave the
starting to unravel: " tape to Dean, who said he
made a copy .and played it

Ouce the No. 2 man at the gy ¥raldemon and Ehrlich-
White House under Prestman on a special trip to

dent Nixon, Haldeman said Camp David, Md.
he was unaware until then  aldeman . denied that.
th:at_ the paymenls o the pagp had played it for him
original Watergate defend- gpnd maintained: that the
ants were for anything but yhite House counsel had ac-
“attornegs’ fees and family tyally come up to the presi-
support.” dential retreat for discus-
The testimony touched off gion on a “particular person-
a round of protests £from pe]l guestion” then facing
Watergate prosecutors who the Nixon administration. -
coraplained that it skirted The former White House
the issue of why those pay- chief of staff said he didn’t
ments were made. become aware of the Hunt-
U.S. Distriet Court Judge Colson tape - in which,
John J. Sirica overruled the frunt had warned  that)
objections and told the pros- money was “the cheapest
ecutors io hold their fire un- gommodity” —- until DMarch
til they begin cross-examin- of 1973 when, Haldeman!
ing Haldeman next week. said, “I was being told alot
The 48-year-old defendant of things.” !
began testifying in his own who was totally available to
defense yesterday., morning the President (Nixon) day
and spent the rest of the and nizht.” The assignment,
aay on the v‘.ritness stand af- he suggested, kept him far
ter a jmﬂl*t intevruption fur too busy for details such as,
a_'meczlcal vanet’s veport on the political espionage that
Nison's condition. led to the Watergate bug-
“Upstaged agaln,” Halde- ging at Democratic National
man said with a giin as he Committee headquarters;
fckt for a waiting voom, <here during the 1972 cam-l

JL:;!;_:@ Sirica took no im- pajgn,
n}mhatc action on tite spe- ~ According to earlier testi
clal - panel's veport  that mony at the frial, one of
Nixon is teo il to undergo ypideman’s top deputies,

ony questioning for the gerdon €. Strachan, was
lemc;--up trial  until early kept abreast of the plans for
SJanUNy

the illegal spy work by the
Nixon re-election commlttee;
and was even sent sumrar-:

The wrial is expected Lo be
over hy then unless some

cyoresiay ciola ja ornnt ol :

-“.vr-)-\\!w aelay i ~-v»h-‘-l_‘t<~- ~ jes of some of the hugged
_ Y cpokesmanfor the epnversations.

ducee indicated thal hiviea

Jut Haldeman saild he saww
Strachan only about “once:

witl
the |}

S stitns from
Taw i in the case be-
fore making any decisions,
He hos yel (o rule o a mot-
ion by Nisvon's attornoevs to
quiaste (e subpoena for his
estiraony which foriner
alde Johin D,
heiichman obiained seve al

chan became the White
Iouse laison man with the
Coramittee for the Re-Elec-
tion of the President.
Dressed in a tan suit with
an Amoerican {lag pin in his
Japel, Haldeman described
himzel! os “ihe one person
Strachan periodically sent
Haldeman ‘“voluminous re-
posts” on ihe carapaign, but
the witness indieated
he Jdid not study them thor-
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el eounsel, M
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every two weeks” after Stra- -
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structure and carried an
- - 4 -
“Coﬁ!ﬁ« RE 834693‘901 R000700090003-2
The former White Ho
aide said he did not re:
reading the report, but k
learned that it was from
operative named Se
Chair II, a - chauff
planted in the Democr
camp of either Sen. Hul
II.- Ilumphrey or Sen.
mund S. Muskie. ,
Haldeman said he
learned of the secret «
word for illegal electn
surveillance of Democr

LI |

headquarters, “Project C
stone,” until “long af
the discovery of the bugy..,
on June 17, 1972. i

IHis lawyer did not ask; » 3
. : 1. sponse,”’ Haldeman said.
him about a segment of 2 p'I‘he witness said it was
June 23, 1972, tape-recorded . jo. . to me now” that the
conversation with President; oo 0. ineluded a discus- |
Nixon in which Haldeman sion of: the CIA’s activities
could be heard saying some=| 3 “yreyico where some of
thmg” like  “Dovestone, iy Nixon campaign contri-
yeah. ' ="' putions had been laundered.

The June 23 conversation, "', apy event, Haldeman
which. forced Nixon's resig- gaid he “asked” the C-‘I:\.’S
nation last summer, showed WaltersF ItSOI Egeet t'g;tflt’ t(]‘;;c.

. ! ing 3 -
Nixon approved a plan toi'?icctli;nz(,}ray IIIlr“tco work out
“play it tough” and enlist ip.c0 areas of mutual con-
the Central

Intelligence cern”— a step that held up
Agency in an effort to limit- the FBI's investigation of
‘the FBI's Watergate investi-
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“[t was a surprising re--

the Nixon campaign checks
for some two weeks.

gation. . o <1 don't believe I gave an
Haldeman maintained, jpstruction or order,” Halde-
however, that the interven- man added. “I do not ba-

tions had no sinister mo- lieveit would have been ap-.
ropriate.”

tives. H.e sald Dean }}ad g By contrast, Walters testi-
called him ‘on the morming ,q earlier this month that
of June 23, 1972, and told «It was a directive, not a

him that the FBI was begin- suggestion, I thought T;\Kr.
ning to track down a series Halglem?}:l thlagids;rgte"mwp
of Nizon campaign checks m’?ﬁfrrxlingatb‘the‘ payments
ihat had been cashed by one to the original Watergate de-
of]ghe \Valt eria';zb;x{x;ﬁéarg- fendants, Haldeman cou-
ean 250 L0 derman .3ed that Dean had told
L o

fa}‘ﬁfet(i.i,b;ﬁ;?ﬁi‘@‘;ﬁgﬁ@ him of the raoney flow sev-
breakin might have been a eral times during tie sum-
CIA operation. * mer-of 1972. But he insisted
Haldeman sald he Te. ghat nothing Dean said sug-
yorted all this to President gested that it was “husr’l
i\; ll:g n };'LndCIt}\m}-/;slfgtr}?g dmgfz money to keep theirsilence.”

4 L H A [
“Not to pursue the source of 1. cast to his approval of
these checks to the point of ¢ oaine a seeret $350,000
raising cmbarrassment = to \Vhiteyﬂouse cash box back

The witness gave a simi- |

| 47Y

the donors,” since “the do- y, Nixon campaign officiais !

nations weren’t related to ,eop he winter of 197273
Watergate at all.” Haldeman said Dean told

Nixon often told aldeman  y;m that the campaign or-
at their neetings to tell CIA oanization was having proh-
cfficinls that the Watergate cfnms raising  funds  for
jnvestization might “open . . Liyese fees and so on fov

the whole Bay of PiSs 14 defendants.” The formet
thing” again because of the  yypite House staff chief said

Cyban  and  CLA - backe g4 gpproved delivery of the
grounds of some-of the but- ¢354 060 hecause he wanted

siars. Haldeman suggested

- ; to get the money out of the
{3at he took Nixon's word

white House anyway.
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horstars, ity in the Nivon campzaizn of {te aboviive CIlA-backed {ostimony that the pa,\ﬂl:_'c-‘;:t:i'
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were perfectly proper if



